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WILLIAM  CHARLES  BLAKE  M.B.E.              
‘MR TOWN EXPANSION’ 

 
In the Haverhill Master Plan of 1971, Frederick Gibberd and partners said of William, 
“We do not know whether Mr W.C. Blake, Clerk to the Haverhill Urban District Council, 
has any private life, to us he has appeared to live for the town”. 

 
William Blake was born on 13th December, 1906 to Charles and Alice Blake. Charles 
was a gardener who had been born in Elton, Gloucestershire. On August 20th 1903 he 
married Alice Broom in the Parish Church, Tackley, Oxfordshire. 
 
Charles had been born in Elton, Gloucestershire, the son of sawyer, Richard Blake and 
his wife Harriet. Alice Broom was the daughter of a Great Western Railway Platelayer 
named Ira Broom and his wife Eliza. The Broom family came from Tackley Oxfordshire. 
 
At the time of their marriage Charles was working as a gardener at Much Hadham, 
Hertfordshire which is where he and Alice first settled after their marriage. They had 
two children, both of whom were born here, Phyllis who was born in 1905 and William 
the following year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By 1911, the family had moved to 
Longdon, Tewkesbury and Charles 
was still working as a gardener. 

 
 
William started school at Longdon 
Primary before moving to 
Birlingham C of E School in 1914. 
In 1919 he attended Pershore Boys 
School.  
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Not much is known about his early life other than that he became accountant and 
eventually chief financial officer to Pershore Rural District Council. Pershore is located 
on the banks of the River Avon, approximately 9 miles from Worcester and seven miles 
from Evesham. It is on the edge of the Vale of Evesham, renowned for its market 
gardens and is home to the famous Pershore Plum. 
 
In November, 1929 a Mr Brice left his job as accountant to the Haverhill Urban District 
Council, the resulting applications were reduced to a few interviews of which a Mr 
Howland was the winner. However, the council where he was employed offered him 
more money to stay where he was and he declined the offered job. The person who 
had come second to him was approached but it was reported that he began setting 
conditions to the employment. All this resulted in more interviews and Mr William Blake 
was successful. On Monday, 25th November, 1929, just before his 23rd birthday he was 
appointed accountant to the Haverhill UDC. 
 
With his commitment to his work there was probably little time for him to pursue 
sporting interests but in 1930 William played cricket for Haverhill. 
 
On 29th August, 1935 William married Miss Ena Noreen Ayling of Withersfield, 
daughter of the Revd. W.J. Ayling.  

 
 
In the report of his wedding he is 
described as being the 
Accountant and Rating and 
Valuation officer to Haverhill 
UDC. In addition he also held the 
position of Treasurer to Haverhill 
Dramatic Players and also 
Haverhill Swimming Club.  He 
was one of the joint Hon. 
Secretaries of the Jubilee 
Celebrations.  
 (W C Blake seated left on floor) 

 
Sadly Ena was to die the 
following year in December 1936. 
 
 

After the tragedy of losing his first wife, life did improve for William. Two years later he 
married Kathleen May Charlwood in Norfolk (March 1938 Yarmouth Vol 4b page 30). 
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The 1939 Register shows that William and Kathleen were living in ‘Fermain’, Hamlet 
Road which was to be the family home for the rest of William’s life. 

 
Extract from the 1939 register 

 

The year after his marriage to Kathleen, the Clerk to the Haverhill UDC, Mr J. Beasley, 
retired on October 28th 1939 after 25 years service. William was appointed as his 
successor. In 1940 William and Kathleen welcomed the first of two sons, Peter and 
four years later, Christopher made the family complete.  

 
During the Second World War 
William was Food Executive 
Officer for Haverhill and Clare 
and Deputy ARP Controller for 
the Haverhill zone. He was 
also the Chief Billeting Officer. 

The 1939 Register notes that 
both William and Kathleen 
were involved with the ARP. 
 
(W C Blake seated 2nd left in this 
picture of a wartime group) 

 
Following the war the UDC took the decision to expand Haverhill under the 1952 town 
development act. As clerk he played a prominent part in shaping the progress of 
Haverhill’s Town Expansion. Haverhill was the first town to enter into an overspill 
agreement with the LCC under the 1952 Town Development Act and William steered 
the Council through the teething 
troubles of the pioneer scheme in 
an efficient manner. William Blake 
contacted the then Board of 
Trade, the former London County 
Council and the old Suffolk County 
Council and worked hard to get 
the scheme off the ground. He 
was the driving force with a single 
minded purpose. An example of 
this is when developers wanted to 
build Heron House. Planning 
consent was refused but William 
spoke to the inspector about 
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holistic planning for that area of the High Street, and consent was granted.  
 

He was a member and past president of the Rotary Club and was a past Master of the 
Royal Clarence Lodge of Freemason, Clare.   
 

In the New Years Honours 
1961, William Blake was 
awarded the MBE. The 
Haverhill Echo dated 8th 
February, 1963, reported that 
he attended an investiture at 
Buckingham Palace where he 
received the insignia of the 
order of Member of the British 

Empire from HRH The Queen Mother, this in recognition of his 
council and public service especially related to town 
expansion. He was accompanied by his wife and two sons, 
Peter and Christopher. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
William passed away on Saturday 3rd April 1978 aged 
71years. He was buried in Haverhill Cemetery. 
Following her death in 2003 his wife Kathleen was 
buried with him. 
 
 
RESEARCH: TONY TURNER 
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Photos courtesy Haverhill Local History Group: 
RC159 – Haverhill Urban District Council 1969. 
Z059    – Wartime Group. c1940 

K007    – Silver Jubilee Committee 6th May 1935. 

 
 
 

Air Raid Precautions (ARP) was an organisation set up in 1937 dedicated to the protection of 
civilians from the danger of air raids. It included the Raid Wardens' Service that was to report on 
bombing incidents. Every local council was responsible for organising ARP wardens, messengers, 
ambulance drivers, rescue parties and liaison with police and fire brigades. 

From 1 September 1939, ARP Wardens enforced the "blackout". Heavy curtains and shutters were 
required on all private residences, commercial premises, and factories to prevent light escaping and 
so making them a possible target for enemy bombers to locate their targets. With increased enemy 
bombing during the Blitz, the ARP services were central in reporting and dealing with bombing 
incidents. They managed the air raid sirens and ensured people were directed to shelters. 


